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7 NEW FOUNDATIONS 

In its 12th reporting year, private persons and 
institutions have established 7 new foundations 
under the umbrella of Fondation des Fondateurs 
(FdF). One foundation was created by absorption 
merger, 2 foundations have fulfilled their purpose 
and have been closed (one of them became an 
independent foundation). The digitalswitzerland 
Foundation has consolidated its structure to the 
current needs. In addition, in 2019 Fondation the 
Fondateurs was appointed by will to establish a 
further foundation. 

GRANT-MAKING OF 19.1 MILLION SWISS FRANCS 

The grant-making activities of the meanwhile 53 
foundations (endowment funds) amount to a total 
of about 19.1 million Swiss Francs in the reporting 
year (2018: 13.1 million CHF). Thus, Fondation the 
Fondateurs has established its position as leading 
Swiss grant-making foundation and it will continue 
to meet these expectations in the future. 

MANAGEMENT OF INDEPENDENT FOUNDATIONS 

The interest of small and medium-sized in-
dependent foundations in entrusting the manage-
ment to Fondation des Fondateurs was de-
monstrated by a large number of consultations on 
this topic. Due to the administration pooling and 
the extensive expertise, Fondation des Fondateurs 
is able to handle the administrative work much 

more efficiently and cost-effectively than having its 
own head office. 

FOUNDATION EVENT IN ZURICH 

On October 30, 2019, Fondation des Fondateurs 
held its annual get-together event. In line with the 
topic of the evening "Umbrella Foundation and 
Houses" guests were invited to the newly opened 
Signau House & Garden Hotel in Zurich. The 
speakers Dominik Flammer (Project Manager of 
the Stiftung KEDA) and Fritz Wehrli (Fondateur of 
the Stiftung Hirschen Ensemble) reported on their 
construction and renovation projects. Thomas 
Sprecher (President of FdF) talked about the 
importance of properties for a foundation, Hans G. 
Syz (co-owner of Signau House) introduced the 
guests to the history of the house.



THE CUMULATIVE GRANT VOLUME INCREASES 
Since its establishment in 2007 Fondation des Fondateurs has grown continuously. The cumulative grant-
making volume from 2007 to 2019 amounts to approximately 103.8 million Swiss Francs. The following chart 
shows the development of the number of foundations as well as the grant-making volume per year. Compared 
to the previous year, the annual grant-making volume has increased again, as has the total number of 
subfoundations managed.

GRANT-MAKING ACTIVITIES  
Fondation the Fondateurs is consistently guided in its activities by the will of the individual Fondateurs. They 
determine how detailed they wish to make public the information on their supported projects and 
beneficiaries. Some Fondateurs maintain their own website or publish their own annual report; others prefer 
to remain in the background.  

The following charts show the subject areas and spheres of activity in which the grants were made in 2019. 
Compared to the previous year, there was a marked increase in the area of education (previous year: 23%). The 
main focus of activities continues to be in Switzerland.
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FOUNDATIONS UNDER THE UMBRELLA OF FONDATION DES FONDATEURS 
In the reporting year 7 new foundations (endowment funds) have been established (one of them by absorption 
merger). 2 foundations successfully fulfilled their purpose and were closed. Thus, at the end of 2019, 53 funds 
were under the umbrella of the Fondation des Fondateurs. The management of the two independent 
foundations mandated to Fondation des Fondateurs was successfully continued. For further information on the 
individual foundations please visit www.fondateurs.ch.

2007/2008

• Allgemeiner Fonds 
• Venture Kick 
• Lori und Karl Lutz Fonds

2009

• Olive Grove Fund

2010

• Stiftung Zürcher Spendenparlament 2011

• CHAP Fund (ehem. Fonds Vodou Kulturzentrum 
und Museum) 

• Stiftung innocuisine2012

• Erbschaftsfonds Lori Lutz 2013

• MvS-Stiftung 
• Mary Bendet Foundation 
• Stiftung FUP - Freiheit. Unternehmertum. 

Publizistik

2014

• Fondation SapoCycle  
• KUMA Foundation 
• Terra21 Foundation

2015

• Char Foundation 
• digitalswitzerland Foundation 
• Engaresero Foundation 
• Startupticker 
• Stiftung Hirschen Ensemble 
• Swiss Friends of the IPO (until 2019)

2017

• Blue Skies Foundation 
• Griesbach-Hallenstein-Foundation 
• Goekman-Davidoff Stiftung 
• MODI Stiftung 
• one world foundation Sri Lanka 
• Rothschild Community Investment Foundation 
• SSCF - Swiss South Caucasus Foundation 
• Stiftung AIFORIA 
• Stiftung #Frauenarbeit 
• Stiftung für nachhaltige Landwirtschaft 
• Stiftung KEDA (until 2019; converted into an 

independent foundation) 
• Swiss Foundation of Fabry Disease 
• We are Play Lab FoundationESTABLISHED IN 2019

• De Brabant Foundation 
• JTI Global WASH Initiative Foundation 
• OLYMPIASPACE Foundation 
• Santorio Foundation 
• St. Mauritius Swiss Coptic Foundation (Gründung 

durch Absorptionsfusion) 
• Stiftung.HOPE 
• The Human Safety Net Switzerland Foundation

MANAGEMENT MANDATES FOR INDEPENDENT 
FOUNDATIONS 
• arcas foundation 
• Bärbel und Paul Geissbühler Stiftung

2016

• Energy for Humanity Foundation 
• PFD Stiftung 
• Yodel Foundation 
• Stiftung Erhalt Lebensspuren Oberhaus 
• Supporter Fund Friends of Classical Music

2018

• LOVE KARE TRUST Foundation 
• SWISS BLOCKCHAIN Foundation 
• Nirit & Alexander Grünwald Foundation 
• Sambol Foundation 
• Aqua Solar Foundation 
• I love my life Foundation 
• MundM-Stiftung 
• Mayer Foundation 
• Heinz und Annemarie Haas Stiftung



UMBRELLA FOUNDATIONS - THE FUTURE? 

In 2019, the Swiss media reported on the Swiss 
foundation sector on various occasions. It was 
observed that the majority of founders set up a 
foundation for philanthropic reasons and not 
primarily for tax considerations. Due to the 
economic situation, which is currently worsening 
again, efficient foundation solutions are particularly 
in demand, and these can be offered by umbrella 
foundations. With assets  below 10 million Swiss 
Francs, it is worthwhile checking whether it would 
not be better to implement the foundation project 
with an umbrella foundation. The advantages are 
obvious: an efficient establishment process, 
automatic tax exemption, flexibility in the event of 
adapting the purpose or liquidation, as well as the 
founder's focus on funding activities, since the 
umbrella foundation takes care of the admini-
strative matters.  

FUSION 

There is an increasing number of independent 
foundations, which are no longer able to carry out 
their activities due to their financial situation or 
restrictive foundation purpose. In such cases, a 
merger with an umbrella foundation may be a 
suitable solution. In the reporting year, Fondation 
des Fondateurs took over an independent 
foundation which has found itself in the difficult 

situation of not being able to open a bank account 
in Switzerland. For this reason, the merger was 
objectively justified according to the Swiss Mergers 
Act (Art. 78 Abs. 2 FusG) and served to preserve 
and implement the foundation purpose. As 
Fondation des Fondateurs’ purpose is very broad, 
the purpose of the acquired foundation could easily 
be subsumed under it. 

OUTLOOK 2020 

Fondation des Fondateurs will continue to expand 
its services in 2020, taking into account the needs 
of existing and potential Fondateurs. The event, to 
which all Fondatrices and Fondateurs will be 
invited again in late summer 2020, has already 
become a tradition. In discussions with potential 
founders, it repeatedly becomes apparent that the 
topic of "umbrella foundations" is still too little 
known among banks, asset managers as well as 
lawyers and trustees. In addition to publications in 
specialist journals, Fondation des Fondateurs 
therefore intends to seek dialogue with these 
experts even more frequently, in order to make 
them aware of the advantages of an umbrella 
foundation in general and the services offered by 
Fondation des Fondateurs in particular. Thus, a 
foundation for artists' estates to be established by 
will could also be the solution for other founders.

FONDATION DES FONDATEURS - THE LEADING UMBRELLA FOUNDATION IN SWITZERLAND 
Founded in 2007 by Lori and Karl Lutz as a non-profit umbrella foundation with the purpose of offering donors 
the opportunity to implement their personal funding concerns individually, professionally and cost-efficiently. 
Fondation des Fondateurs is managed with proven philanthropy competence, operates independently of 
financial service providers, cultivates exemplary governance and is politically, ideologically and religiously 
neutral. It is supervised by the Swiss Federal Foundation Supervisory Authority. 

Board Dr Thomas Sprecher (President); Dr Philipp Egger (Vice-President); Evelyn S. Braun (Member) 
of Trustees 

Office Dr Matthias von Orelli (Managing Director); Gianni Inguscio (Project Manager);  
 Marianne Furrer (Administration) 

External OBT AG, Basel (Bookkeeping); HB&P Wirtschaftsprüfung AG, Basel (Revision); 
Mandates Swiss Federal Foundation Supervisory Authority 

Governance Member of SwissFoundations; adheres to the Swiss Foundation Code

Fondation des Fondateurs 
Haus der Stiftungen | Kirchgasse 42 | 8001 Zürich | T 044 251 05 45 | info@fondateurs.ch | www.fondateurs.ch
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